
 

Rumblings for December 2011 

 

Our Twentieth Year! 

Well, it’s December and the snowbirds have flown south. The golf course greens are 
roped off, and I’ve raked leaves for the third and final time. We’ve od’d on turkey 
dinners, had a minimum of three leftover meals, and gotten the first of many Holiday 
greeting cards via email. Last week I put the snow tires on the car. Like clockwork 
holiday catalogs from Moss, Victoria British, Eastwood are arriving almost daily. Martha 
Stewart says “Hi”. Ugh. Speaking of Christmas presents… 

A man named Richard Galli from Rhode Island emailed me last month. Richard’s got a 
very nice 1960 MGA that he’s looking to sell. His story and pictures of the car can be 
found on his website located here: http://gallilaw.com/MGA  

 

November Meeting Notes 
About 15 members showed for our November meeting. Among the topics discussed was 
the election of officers for the next two-year term. Our current slate of officers has 
offered to stay for another term, but anyone wishing to run for office is welcome to apply. 
In particular I would LOVE for someone new to step forward and run against me for 
Secretary/newsletter editor! If you’re interested in this or any other club office, please 
write me at secretary@madbrits.org  Elections will be held at the February meeting. 

Our Holiday Party will again be held at the suburban Lake Mills/Waterloo home of Judy 
and Gene Davis on Saturday, January 14th  at 6pm. Their address is N7551 Newville Rd. 
Please RSVP to mailto:geneandjudydavis@gmail.com 

Prez Tom brought up the fact that the Road Apples club would be interested in greater 
British car participation. After some discussion about spreading the word to other area 



British car groups, Dave Griffith volunteered to communicate with these groups to get the 
word out. 

Dave Griffith has a source in Madison for winter storage as well as used parts. Contact 
Dave if interested at  vicepresident@madbrits.org 

It was noted that if you if you make it to Maine you should check out the Owls Head 
Transportation Museum which currently has a collection of MGs on display, going back 
to 1931. Besides cars they have planes and motorcycles. For a small sampling check out 
their website: http://www.ohtm.org/  

This month’s show ‘n tell was brought to us by Prez Tom who displayed the progress 
he’s made on his made-from-scratch wood steering wheel and dashboard that are going 
into his Midget. Great Stuff! 

And finally, remember to save some XMAS money as dues are coming due…$20 buys 
you another year of fun and adventure in your Madison British Car Group!  

December meeting is December 14th. See you there! 

 

MBCG Cookie Exchange 
On the Saturday after Thanksgiving MBCG held its upteenth Cookie Bake and Exchange. 
Hosted by Peggy Hammerly at the Home-Ec kitchens of Verona High School, this year’s 
attendance was low, but cookie quality was as high as any year. After a fancy breakfast 
brought by Dawn, Dawn, Peggy, Judy (with help from son Omar and co-worker Denise), 
and Linda had a great time creating miniature masterpieces in flour, fruit and confections, 
and then sharing the bounty with each other. I’m sorry that more of you didn’t make 
it…but there’s always next year! 

  



  

 

1955 Healey Move 
Every couple of years Dave and Linda’s 1955 Austin Healey 100-4 sees the light of day, 
and a couple of weeks ago the time came once more. Dave’s been threatening to restore it 
for a while now, and we moved it to its third location in the past year. Since selling the 
MGA Dave’s been sounding more and more serious, and now that he’s built a new 
garage, he just might be gonna do it. Stay tuned! 

  

  



 

Non-standard Vehicle Legislation 
My friend and champion of collector car causes, Paul Underwood, sent me this recently. 
He has spent considerable time educating our state legislators, lobbying for us and our 
collector cars, and organizing resistance to some potentially harmful legislation. He asks 
that you read what’s below, and feel free to contact him with your comments and support. 
Thanks 

To All, 

UPDATE - Nov. 10, 2011:           I am writing to update you on our progress in 
addressing DMV related problems and possible legislation to address them.  If you are 
receiving this email as a representative of a club, please share this with your members. 
 This is just info that may directly effect you and your vehicle/s.  I'll try and answer all 
inquiries.  

            I used the name "Non-Standard Vehicle" to somehow describe the variety of stuff 
you might find at a car show, including collector, hobbyist, modified, gov. surplus, kit 
car, etc., whether they're trailer queens or daily drivers.  I stress that all we need to 
support each other's issues as a united group. 

           To my knowledge, some of the registration problems involving hod-
rod/modified/replica vehicles were resolved by Curt Rymkus (cc'd above) in meetings 
with DOT.  Because of the specific laws covering these vehicles, please contact Curt for 
advice about problems.  If Curt identifies issues as problems, we will share it through 
these emails. 

            We are continuing to meet & talk with DOT and others towards resolving 
problems being experienced by owners of Gov. Surplus vehicles who are seeking regular 
registration.  (These vehicles are currently restricted to limited-use registration with the 
HMV license plate, and essentially can only be driven for car shows and parades.  We 
have reason to believe that DOT would like to impose similar restrictions on other "Non-
Standard" vehicles.)  We have reached some common ground, but it is moving slowly.  I 
still don't know if a solution is possible via DMV policy change, or if legislation will be 
needed. 

            The final legislative session for 2011 has ended.  I had hoped to have legislation 
introduced by now, but it's been a painfully slow process.  DOT has been preoccupied 
with passage of several bills requested by Gov. Walker.  The next legislative session 
begins Jan. 17, and we will keep working towards that.   

QUESTION WE NEED YOUR INPUT ON:  



            We continue to get reports of various problems people have with DMV.  Some of 
these are over Collector plate denials, on the grounds that the vehicle is not historically 
original.  Current law is very strict, and defines a Collector vehicle as:   "A motor vehicle 
of any age which has not been altered or modified from original manufacturers 
specifications and, because of its historic interest, is being preserved by hobbyists." . 
 This has resulted in DMV making denials over items such as radial tires, aftermarket 
wheels, aftermarket am/fm radios, etc.   

            Historically, the Collector plate was created to distinguish vehicles that were 
preserved.  Vehicles which were modified could be registered as Hobbyist.  Both plates 
were lifetime registration, with no annual fees.  But in practice, many Collector vehicles 
have alternate parts on them, because the original was no longer available, the 
replacement is a safety upgrade like the radials, or just because the factory am radio was 
horrible.  The question is: Is this law too strictly written? 

            Yes or No:  Do you support modifying the law to allow limited alterations for 
Collector plate vehicles?  Please poll your club or group, and forward the totals to me. 

Paul’s email address is mailto:undy@mhtc.net 

A British Invasion of Sorts 
Recently Prez Tom received a phone call inviting him to meet some foreign visitors who 
were traveling thru the area. Here’s how Tom told it……….. 

This afternoon I was invited down to World Wide Auto to meet Martin Redmond 
and Roger Gaunt from Bedford England. 
They are headed east on their way to complete an around-the-world-tour in 
their 1939 Morris. 
 
They started their trip in March when they headed out through France.  
 
We had a good time talking cars and I spent some time with Roger talking 
experiences meeting people along the way and genealogy since he is not so 
much a car guy and more of a traveling adventurer. Roger was telling how 
everywhere they went the interest in the car was amazing. It was especially 
high in Mongolia because no one had ever seen a car that old. He said ever 
policeman stopped them and had to have photos taken. They even went so far 
as to have them move the car to get better light for the photos. He said it 
was a little intimidating and they got so they did not want to see any 
police because of it. Then driving across the US they would see a police 
vehicle approach and get nervous. Then it would go by with not so much as a 
notice. 
 
Peter and Martin were busy discussing the finer points of keeping a vintage 
British car running. And of course a show and tell about shock absorbers. 



 
Unfortunately Martin and Roger could not stay long but we had a good time 
and met some very interesting people. 
 
You can follow their trip on their blog; 
http://blog.travelpod.com/travel-blog-entries/argieuk/3/1319947359/tpod.html 

  

 
 

Staying Safe this winter 
Last month I read about storing your cars for the winter. Now it’s time to write a bit 
about staying safe in the car you’re driving in snow and freezing weather. I borrowed this 
from WI DOT… 
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Reliable transportation is especially important in the winter. Not only should you 
keep your vehicle in top operating condition all year round - for safety and fuel 
economy, it is especially important to get it winterized to avoid any unpleasant or 
dangerous situation while traveling in frigid weather. Check the following: 
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Always fill the gasoline tank before entering open country, even for a short 
distance, and stop to fill-up long before the tank begins to run low. Keeping your 
tank as full as possible will minimize condensation, providing the maximum 
advantage in case of trouble.  

A Citizens Band (CB) radio and/or cellular phone can be very useful to you or 
another stranded motorist in case of an emergency. 
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http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/safety/motorist/winterdriving/index.htm 	

Parting Shot 

 

Eight — count ‘em, eight — Ferraris, three Mercedes-Benzes and a Lamborghini were among 14 
vehicles totaled in what the media are calling “the world’s most expensive car accident” and the cops 
are calling “a gathering of narcissists 

 



Now it’s your turn!  Got pics of your car, a story, or an article? Sure you do! 

Send pictures and articles to me for inclusion in the newsletter! 
secretary@madbrits.org  

Send pictures and articles to Dave spearing for inclusion on the website!  
webmaster@madbrits.org 

Madison British Car Group 

PO Box 14742 

Madison, WI 53714-0742 


